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REPORT 


OF  THE 


COMMITTEE  ON  STREET  DAMAGES. 


MB.  FOOLKROD,  CHAIRMAN. 


On  the  23d  of  June  last,  the  County  Board  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : — • 


“ Resolved,  That  items  No.  34  and  35  of  the  Communication 
of  the  County  Commissioners  of  the  5th  of  May  1845,  to 
the  County  Board,  relative  to  damages  for  opening  Streets, 
Lanes  and  Alleys,  which  were  confirmed  by  the  Court  prior 
to  the  5th  day  of  May,  1845,  together  with  all  resolutions  and 
applications  which  may  have  been  presented  to  the  Board,  in 
reference  to  settling  claims  for  damages  for  streets  which  have 
been  widened  or  opened ; and  all  other  matters  connected  with 
extending,  widening  or  opening  streets  in  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  be  referred  to  a Select  Committee  of  Five, 
with  instructions  to  thoroughly  examine  the  merits  of  such 
claims,  and  report  thereon  at  a subsequent  meeting  of  the 
Board ; and  also  to  report  on  what  streets,  lanes  and  alleys, 
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damages,  in  part,  have  been  paid,  or  county  scrip  issued ; and 
what  amount  is  yet  due  on  the  same  ; and  also  report  for  what 
streets,  lanes  or  alleys,  the  public  interest  requires  that  imme- 
diate appropriations  should  be  made  by  the  County  Board.” 

The  Committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  above  reso- 
lution entered  upon  a discharge  of  their  duty,  with  the  deter- 
mination of  fully  carrying  out  the  object  and  instruction  of  the 
County  Board.  With  this  view,  they  resolved,  at  their  first 
meeting,  to  request  the  County  Commissioners  to  have  prepared 
and  to  furnish  them  with  an  accurate  statement  of  the  claims 
for  street  damages  against  the  county  remaining  unsatisfied, 
together  with  the  name  of  the  street,  lane  or  alley,  for  the 
opening  of  which  damages  had  been  assessed — the  names  of 
those  to  whom  damages  had  been  awarded,  but  who  had  not 
been  paid,  the  amount  of  such  damages,  when  they  were 
assessed,  and  when  confirmed  absolutely  by  a Court. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  foregoing 
resolution,  the  Commissioners  promptly  furnished  the  Com- 
mittee with  the  following 


STATEMENT  of  the  Amount  of  Damages  which  have  been  Assessed,  and  remain  unpaid  for  the  opening  and  widening  of  Streets , 
Lanes  and  Alleys,  within  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  up  to  October  1st,  A.  D.,  1845 : Also,  of  the  Amount  of  County  Loan 
which  has  been  authorised  to  be  given  as  compensation  for  such  Damages,  but  which  has  not  been  issued,  with  the  dates  when  the 
Damages  were  confirmed  by  the  Court,  and  when  the  County  Loan  was  authorized  to  be  issued. 
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After  the  receipt  of  the  foregoing  statement,  a majority  of  the 
Committee  visited  personally  (with  two  or  three  unimportant 
exceptions,)  every  street,  lane  and  alley,  named  in  it,  and  ob- 
tained all  the  facts  and  information  in  reference  to  their  loca- 
tion, present  condition,  the  utility  or  inutility  of  their  being 
opened,  the  merits  of  the  claims  for  damages  on  them,  and  the 
expediency  of  making  appropriations  at  this  time  to  satisfy 
those  claims,  that  they  were  able  to : all  of  which  is  herewith 
respectfully  submitted. 

No.  1. — Delaware  Seventh  street,  ( Moyamensing .) 

The  portion  of  this  street  upon  which  damages  were  award- 
ed in  1835  (the  date  of  the  present  claims)  lies  between  Car- 
penter and  Prime,  or  Washington  streets;  Seventh  street  is  now 
entirely  opened  between  these  points,  is  used  as  a public  high- 
way and  much  improved;  the  whole  amount  of  damages  award- 
ed to  property  holders  on  the  street  was  $690,  of  which  $650 
have  already  been  paid,  leaving  but  two  small  claims  unsettled, 
viz;  one  for  $30  and  one  for  $10,  both  of  which  the  Committee 
think  should  be  at  once  paid;  they  therefore  recommend  an  im- 
mediate appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

No.  2. — Sober  Alley,  {City.) 

This  is  at  present  a court  twelve  feet  wide,  running  north 
from  Walnut  street  a short  distance  west  of  Delaware  Fourth: 
it  was  designed  to  run  through  to  Library  street,  but  to  effect 
this  object  it  would  be  necessary  to  tear  down  a good  three 
story  brick  house  on  Library  street,  kept  as  a tavern,  called 
“ Our  House.”  The  damages  which  were  awarded  to  the  owner 
of  this  property  by  a Jury,  in  October,  1834,  amounted  to 
$6630,  no  part  of  which  has  ever  been  paid.  The  property  is 
now  in  possession  of  the  Philadelphia  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, who  are  not  desirous  of  parting  with  it  for  the  sum 
awarded.  The  Committee  being  satisfied  that  no  benefit  what- 
ever would  be  derived  by  the  County  from  the  opening  of  this 
court,  and  that  the  opening  of  it  is  not  called  for  by  the  wants 
and  convenience  of  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood,  recom- 
mend that  the  Board  make  no  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 
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No.  3. — Shreeve’s  Alley,  ( Kensington ,) 

Is  a short  10  feet  wide  private  alley,  running  east  from  Penn 
street,  between  Marsh  and  Maiden  streets.  In  1834  a Jury 
awarded  the  property  holders  on  the  alley  $1500  damages, 
but  whether  these  damages  were  assessed  for  the  purpose  of 
converting  the  alley  into  a public  highway,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  making  it  a water  course  to  carry  the  water  from  Penn  street 
to  the  river,  or  if  for  a water  course,  whether  the  water  was 
intended  to  run  above  or  below  ground,  does  not  appear  by 
the  report  of  the  Jury.  No  money  has  yet  been  paid  by  the 
County  for  the  alley,  but  the  District  of  Kensington  being 
sued  by  the  owners  of  property  on  it  for  turning  the  water 
from  Penn  street  down  upon  them,  was  obliged  to  pay  damages 
to  the  amount  of  $750.  Since  then  the  District  has  caused  a 
sewer  to  be  made,  which  removes  the  cause  of  complaint  and 
injury. 

Under  the  above  circumstances  the  Committee  would  not 
feel  justified  in  recommending  the  Board  to  make  any  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  damages  assessed  on 
this  alley. 

No.  4. — Lybrand  Street,  (City.) 

This  street  is  30  feet  in  width,  and  runs  from  Race  to  Vine 
street,  between  Juniper  and  Broad.  In  1835  it  was  ordered  to 
be  opened  from  Wistar’s  court,  (midway  between  Race  and 
Vine  street)  to  Vine  street.  Upon  this  portion  of  the  street 
damages  were  assessed  to  the  amount  of  $1055,  of  which  sum 
$1000  have  already  been  paid,  the  street  is  now  entirely 
open  and  is  much  improved  ; and  the  Committee  believe  that 
the  balance  of  $55  due  by  the  County  for  damages  on  it,  ought 
also  to  be  paid  ; they  therefore  recommend  the  County  Board 
to  make  an  immediate  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  settling 

> 

No.  5. — Carbon  Street,  (City.) 

Carbon  street  was  designed  to  run  from  Spruce  to  South, 

between  Willow  and  Bank  streets,  near  the  river  Schuylkill. 
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It  was  to  have  been  a 30  feet  street  between  Spruce  and  Pine 
and  40  feet  wide  from  Pine  to  South.  A Jury  in  1835  award- 
ed da  mages  to  holders  of  property  on  the  street  to  the  amount 
of  $5950,  of  which  $1000  have  already  been  paid.  Nothing  has 
been  done  to  the  street  from  that  time  to  this,  and  it  now  re- 
mains in  the  same  situation  it  was  in  at  the  time  the  Jury  re- 
ported in  favour  of  opening  it. 

There  is  at  present  what  might  be  called  a court,  30  feet 
wide,  running  north  from  Pine  street  to  within  a few  rods  of 
Spruce  street,  which  bears  the  same  name,  and  is  on  the  line 
of  the  proposed  Carbon  street,  but  with  the  exception  of  this, 
and  a coal  dock  and  wharf  near  Spruce  street,  the  whole  line 
of  Carbon  street  is  an  open  common,  a portion  of  which,  viz: 
that  between  Pine  and  Lombard  streets,  must  be  from  12  to  15 
feet  higher  than  the  level  of  Pine  street.  On  the  top  of  this 
hill,  stands  a two  story  frame  dwelling  house,  which,  together 
with  the  superabundant  earth,  would  have  to  be  removed  be- 
fore the  street  could  be  opened,  This,  added  to  the  amount 
of  damages  which  has  been  awarded  to  the  property  holders  on 
it,  would  make  the  cost  of  opening  the  street  considerably  over 
$6000. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  necessity  for  opening  Carbon 
street  in  1835,  there  is  certainly,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee, none  for  it  now.  And  they  therefore  recommend  the 
County  Board  to  make  no  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  damages  on  it. 

No.  6. — Dorothea  Street,  {City.) 

Dorothea  street,  is  a small  street  30  feet  wide  running  east 
from  Schuylkill  Third  to  within  about  100  feet  of  Schuylkill 
Fourth  street,  between  Filbert  and  Arch  streets.  In  1835  it 
was  ordered  to  be  opened  to  Schuylkill  Fourth  street,  and  a 
Jury  assessed  the  damages  to  those  whose  property  it  would 
run  through  at  $770.  To  this  award,  exception  was  taken, 
w'bich  exception  the  Court  sustained,  and  a re-assessment  of 
damages  was  ordered.  In  1845  a second  Jury  increased  the 
award  of  damages  to  $900,  which  award  was  subsequently 
confirmed  absolutely  by  the  Court. 
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The  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  interests  of  the 
County,  and  the  convenience  of  the  people  in  the  neighbour- 
hood require  that  this  street  should  be  opened.  They  also 
think  that  the  damages  awarded  are  just  and  reasonable,  and 
would  recommend  their  being  immediately  paid,  if  the  present 
condition  of  the  County  Treasury  admitted  of  it.  They  are 
however  satisfied  that  so  numerous  and  pressing  are  other 
claims  against  the  County,  that  even  if  the  Board  were  to  ap- 
propriate the  money,  six  months  at  least,  if  not  a year,  would 
elapse  before  the  Commissioners  would  have  a sufficient  amount 
of  funds  applicable  to  the  purpose,  at  their  disposal  to  settle 
this  one.  The  most  expeditious  and  certain  mode  of  settling 
these  damages  would  be  to  authorize  (if  it  were  feasible  for 
the  Board  to  do  it)  the  County  Commissioners  to  issue  certifi- 
cates of  loan  for  the  amount,  say  $900,  but  this  the  County 
Board  is  unable  to  do  for  the  following  reasons: 

By  the  second  section  of  an  Act  of  Assembly,  approved  the 
fifth  day  of  April  1842,  entitled  “ An  Act  relative  to  the 
County  of  Philadelphia,”  it  is  provided, 

“ That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  either  by  the  action  of 
the  Commissioners,  Treasurer,  or  County  Board,  to  borrow  or 
to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  County  for  the  payment  of  any  mo- 
ney, or  to  issue  bonds,  or  any  other  evidences  of  indebtedness,” 
&c.  And  by  the  first  section  of  An  Act,  entitled  “ An  Act 
to  authorize  the  Commissioners  of  Philadelphia  County  to  issue 
certificates  of  County  loan,  and  to  vacate  certain  streets,”  ap- 
proved the  sixteenth  day  of  April  1844.  The  County  Board 
is  authorized,  if  they  shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  authorize  and 
require  the  County  Commissioners  to  issue  certificates  of  stock, 
in  payment  of  damages  for  opening  and  widening  all  streets, 
lanes  and  alleys,  within  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 
which  said  damages  shall  have  been  duly  assessed  and  confirm- 
ed by  the  Court  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  Act. 

Thus  it  will  appear  that  on  account  of  the  damages  in  the 
opening  of  Dorothea  street,  having  been  confirmed  by  the 
Court  subsequent  to  the  sixteenth  day  of  April,  1844,  viz:  on 
the  third  of  March,  1845,  the  County  Board  are  precluded 


12 


from  authorizing  the  County  Commissioners  to  issue  certifi- 
cates of  loan  for  the  purpose  of  settling  them. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commit- 
tee that  the  better  course  to  pursue  in  reference  to  the  matter, 
is  for  the  County  Board  to  confirm  the  award  of  the  Jury,  and 
then  wait  until  the  Legislature  shall  pass  An  Act  authorizing 
the  issuing  of  the  requisite  amount  of  County  loan  to  cover 
the  damages  on  this,  as  well  as  those  on  another  street,  which 
unfortunately  stands  in  the  same  predicament  ; this  authority 
can,  and  no  doubt  will  be  given  at  an  early  stage  of  the  next 
session.  And  in  this  way  a settlement  can  be  brought  about 
more  expeditiously  than  in  any  other. 

No.  7. — Pearl  Street,  ( Spring  Garden.) 

Pearl  street,  as  laid  down  on  the  map  of  the  City  and  Liber- 
ties, is  the  first  street  west  of  Schuylkill  Fourth  that  can  run 
through  to  the  Ridge  Road,  all  the  intermediate  streets  being 
cut  off  by  the  intervention  of  the  Girard  College  property. 

Pearl  was  designed  to  be  the  next  street  west  of  Fairmount 
street,  to  commence  at  Coates  street  and  run  north  to  the  Ridge 
road.  In  1835  a Jury  of  review  reported  in  favour  of  open- 
ing it,  and  the  same  year  another  Jury  assessed  the  damages  on 
it  at  $2870.  Of  this  sum  $1820  have  already  been  paid  by  the 
County,  but  the  opening  of  the  street  never  has  been  com- 
menced, for  the  reason,  perhaps,  that  there  has  not  been  any 
necessity  for  it. 

The  Committee  did  not  pass  over  all  the  ground  through 
which  the  street  was  laid  out,  but  they  should  suppose  it 
would,  when  completed,  occupy  a distance  of  about  a mile  in 
length.  On  the  whole  of  this  line  not  a vestige  of  a street  is 
to  be  seen,  notwithstanding  the  County  has  paid  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  damages  assessed  on  it.  Every  part  of  the  property 
through  which  this  street  was  designed  to  run,  (as  far  as  the 
observation  of  the  Committee  went)  is  at  present,  and  doubtless 
has  been  ever  since  it  was  purchased  and  paid  for  by  the 
County,  used  by  the  former  owners  of  it  as  farm  land, 
grazing  lots  or  vegetable  gardens,  without,  in  any  way,  ac- 
counting to  the  County,  or  paying  a single  dollar  rent  for  it. 
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The  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  opening  of  this 
street  is  not  required  at  present,  although  it  may,  and  probably 
will  be  at  some  future  time.  If  any  other  street  east  of  it  should 
be  permitted  to  run  through  the  Girard  College  grounds,  then 
there  will  be  no  occasion  for  the  opening  of  Pearl  street  for 
many  years  to  come;  but  should  this  not  be  the  case,  it  may  be 
found  necessary  to  the  convenience  of  the  people,  that  Pearl 
street  should  be  cut  through  in  the  course  of  a short  time,  at 
all  events,  there  is  no  occasion  for  an  appropriation  to  it  now, 
and  therefore,  the  Committee  recommend  the  Board  to  decline 
making  any. 


No.  8. — Marshall's  Alley,  (City.) 

This  is  a small  private  alley  running  from  Fourth  to  Fifth 
street,  between  Prune  and  Spruce  streets.  It  was  opened  about 
40  years  ago,  and  has  been  used  as  a thoroughfare  ever  since. 
Upon  the  north  side  of  the  alley  a row  of  brick  dwelling  houses 
and  a large  livery  stable  have  been  erected ; and  running 
north  from  it  near  Fourth  street,  is  a small  court  in  which  are 
also  several  brick  dwellings.  In  1834  a portion  of  the  proper- 
ty holders  in  the  neighbourhood  petitioned  the  Court  for  the 
appointment  of  a Jury  to  declare  the  alley  a highway.  This 
was  doubtless  done  for  the  purpose  of  affording  those  houses 
on  Spruce  street  a very  convenient  and  advantageous  back 
outlet  on  the  alley — a convenience  and  advantage  that  the 
owners  of  the  property,  and  not  the  county,  should  have  been 
made  to  pay  for.  The  Jury  of  review,  however,  reported  in 
favour  of  the  alley  being  made  a public  one.  And  a subse- 
quent Jury  assessed  damages  on  it  against  the  County  to  the 
amount  of  $1850:  of  this  sum  $700  have  already  been  paid. 

Had  the  County  not  paid  a portion  of  these  damages,  the 
Committee  would  hesitate  to  recommend  the  Board  to  make 
any  appropriation  at  this  time  for  their  settlement.  But  they 
do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to  deny  to  one  claimant  what  has 
been  awarded  to  another ; the  merits  of  both  claims  beino- 

O 

equal.  The  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  an  appro- 
priation be  made  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  on  this  alley 
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under  $200,  and  that  the  County  Commissioners  be  authorized 
to  issue,  should  they  deem  it  expedient,  a certificate  of  County 
loan  for  the  one  over  that  amount. 

No.  9. — Smith's  Alley,  {City.) 

Smith’s  alley,  or  rather  Lawrence’s  court,  as  it  is  now  call- 
ed, is  a small  court  about  12  feet  wide  running  west  from 
Delaware  Eighth  street  a short  distance  below  Vine.  It  runs 
within  9 feet  of  Chester  street,  and  is  prevented  from  con- 
necting with  that  street  by  an  old  skeleton  of  a house  9 feet 
in  depth,  fronting  on  Chester  street. 

In  1836  a Jury  decided  in  favour  of  opening  the  Court,  and 
another  Jury  the  same  year  assessed  the  damages  for  this  small 
piece  of  ground  at  $1200.  This  award  the  owner  of  the  pro- 
perty refused  to  accept,  unless  it  should  be  paid  him  in  specie, 
which  the  County  Commissioners  declined  doing,  and  therefore 
the  court  remained  unopened.  The  owner  of  this  old  house 
and  small  lot  of  ground  is  yet  unwilling  that  the  Court  should 
be  opened  ; and  would  now  refuse  to  accept  the  $1200  which 
were  awarded  him,  even  if  that  amount  were  to  be  tendered 
to  him  in  specie. 

The  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  although  this  court 
ought  to  be  opened  to  Chester  street,  the  County  should  not 
be  compelled  to  pay  the  expense  of  it,  for  the  reason  that  no 
advantage  whatever  would  be  derived  by  the  County  from  the 
opening  of  it.  Not  an  additional  house  would  be  built,  nor  a 
dollar  more  taxes  received  by  the  Treasury  on  account  of  it. 
The  exclusive  benefit  that  would  result  from  the  court  running 
through  to  Chester  street,  would  accrue  to  the  owners  of  pro- 
perty, and  people  living  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  and 
therefore  the  expense,  if  there  should  be  any,  ought  to  be 
borne  by  them.  It  is  proper  that  the  expense  of  opening  all 
streets  should  be  borne  by  the  County  where  there  is  a reason- 
able probability  that  the  opening  of  them  would  encourage  and 
lead  to  an  amount  of  improvement  that  might  reimburse  the 
County  in  the  shape  of  an  increased  revenue  for  the  sum  ex- 
pended, or  when  the  wants  and  comforts  of  a particular 


15 


section  of  the  City  or  County  imperatively  require  that  they 
should  have  additional,  extended,  or  enlarged  highways.  But 
when  the  effect  would  be,  as  in  this  case,  to  benefit  but  a few, 
that  few,  and  not  the  County,  should  be  saddled  with  the  cost. 

The  Committee  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  amount  of 
damages  which  have  been  awarded  on  this  alley,  is  entirely  too 
high.  The  property  that  would  be  taken  for  the  extension  of 
it,  if  sold  now,  would  not  probably  bring  $500,  although  the 
owner  values  it  at  $2000,  and  says  that  he  would  not,  if  he 
could  avoid  it,  take  even  that  sum  for  it. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  County  Board  can  do  no- 
thing but  permit  the  court  to  remain  as  it  is.  And  the  Com- 
mittee therefore  recommend  that  no  appropriation  be  made  for 
opening  it. 

No.  10. — Pennsylvania  Avenue,  ( Spring  Garden.) 

In  accordance  with  the  Sixth  section  of  An  Act  of  Assembly, 
approved  the  eighth  day  of  April,  1833,  entitled  “ An  Act  rela- 
tive to  Supervisors  in  Loyalsock  Township,  Lycoming  County, 
and  Collectors  in  certain  Townships  in  Fayette  County,  and 
for  other  purposes,”  Pennsylvania  avenue  was  opened  to  a 
width  of  80  feet  from  Broad  to  Coates  street.  The  section  in 
the  act  referred  to  is  as  follows : 

“ That  the  acting  Surveyors  of  the  District  of  Spring  Garden, 
in  the  County  of  Philadelphia  be,  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  survey  and  mark  the  lines  of  a street,  to  run  parallel 
with,  and  on  each  side  of  the  Columbia  railroad,  from  the  in- 
tersections of  Park  street  with  Broad  street,  to  the  intersection 
of  said  railroad  with  Coates  street.  Which  survey,  when  ap- 
proved by  the  Commissioners  of  the  District,  and  confirmed  by 
the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  damages  occasioned  to  the  owners  of  property  by  the 
opening  of  said  street,  to  be  assessed  and  paid  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  several  Acts  of  Assembly  in  relation  to  the 
laying  out  and  opening  streets  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia.” 

Agreeably  to  this  Act,  the  street  was  ordered  to  be  opened 
in  1835 ; and  damages  to  the  amount  of  $30,270  were  awarded 
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to  owners  of  property  on  the  line  of  it.  Of  this  sum,  $27,970 
have  already  been  paid  by  the  County ; leaving  but  $2,300 
due. 

Whatever  may  once  have  been  thought  of  the  expediency, 
or  inexpediency  of  opening  this  avenue  at  so  great  an  expense 
to  the  county,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  it  is  the  best 
policy  now,  when  comparatively  so  small  a sum  remains  un- 
paid, to  have  it  opened  the  requisite  width  from  one  to  the 
other  of  the  above  streets.  The  Committee,  therefore,  recom- 
mend the  County  Board  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of 
the  balance  of  the  damages  assessed  on  this  street,  whenever 
an  application  shall  be  made  to  them  for  that  purpose,  by  those 
to  whom  such  damages  are  due. 

No.  11. — Paul.  Street , ( Frankford .) 

Paul  Street  was  opened  in  1835,  and  damages  to  the  amount 
of  $1,694  w^ere  awarded  to  the  owners  of  property  on  the  line 
of  it.  The  whole  amount  of  these  damages,  with  the  exception 
of  $34,  has  been  paid  to  the  different  claimants  ; and  the  Com- 
mittee see  no  reason  why  this  small  balance  should  not  be  set- 
tled immediately  ; they  therefore  recommend  that  an  appro- 
priation for  that  purpose  be  made  by  the  County  Board. 

No.  12. — Brown  Street,  ( Spring  Garden.) 

Brown  Street  is  north  of  Coates  Street,  and  runs  from  the 
Delaware  river  to  Delaware  Seventh  Street  ; it  is  fifty  feet 
wide,  until  it  reaches  within  a few  rods  of  Seventh  Street, 
where  the  width  is  reduced  to  about  25  feet,  by  an  old  frame 
building  and  lot,  which  occupy  about  one-half  the  entire  street. 
The  owner  of  this  property  was  awarded  $800  for  it,  by  a jury 
on  damages,  in  1836;  but,  at  that  time,  he  refused  to  receive 
the  award,  on  account  of  its  inadequacy.  The  Committee, 
however,  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  is  now  willing  to 
receive  county  scrip  to  that  amount,  for  his  property,  if  ten- 
dered to  him  ; they  therefore,  in  consideration  of  this  old  build- 
ing being  so  great  an  obstruction  to  the  street,  and  believing 
that  the  lot  on  which  it  stands  is  intrinsically  worth  the 
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amount  awarded  to  the  owner  of  it,  recommend  the  Board  to 
authorize  the  County  Commissioners  to  issue  a Certificate  of 
Loan,  to  the  amount  of  $800,  to  settle  this  claim. 

Brown  Street  was  laid  out  in  1836,  from  Delaware  Sixth 
Street  to  Broad,  and  damages  to  the  amount  of  $7,250  were 
assessed  on  it — of  this  sum,  $5,350  have  been  paid.  Besides 
being  open  as  far  west  as  Delaware  Seventh  Street,  Brown 
Street  has  been  opened  west  from  Delaware  Eighth  Street  to 
Broad,  and  nearly  the  whole  distance  built  upon.  From  Seventh 
to  Eighth  Streets,  the  street  is  obstructed  by  an  enclosed  lot, 
through  the  whole  extent  of  which  it  will  be  obliged  to  pass  to 
form  a connection  between  its  eastern  and  western  divisions ; it 
will  besides  be  necessary  to  the  opening  of  the  street  to  tear 
down  a portion  of  a two  story  brick  house  which  has  been  built 
on  the  west  side  of  Seventh,  nearly  opposite  Brown  Street. 

For  the  injury  the  owner  of  this  property  will  sustain  by  the 
street  going  through  his  lot,  as  well  as  for  the  destruction  of  a 
portion  of  his  house,  a jury  awarded  him  damages  to  the 
amount  of  $1,200,  which,  added  to  the  $80$  before  referred  to, 
makes  the  whole  sum  remaining  unpaid  on  the  street,  amount 
to  $2000. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  advantage  that  the  opening  of 
the  street  will  be  to  the  owner  of  the  lot  through  which  it  will 
pass,  the  Committee  think  that  this  award  of  $1,200  is  too  high, 
and  they  therefore  decline  recommending  the  Board  to  make 
any  provision  at  this  time  for  the  settlement  of  it. 

No.  13. — Church  Street,  ( Southwark .) 

This  street  runs  from  Washington  to  Christian,  between 
Swanson  and  Front  Streets,  the  only  outstanding  claim  against 
the  County,  for  damages  on  it,  is  one  for  $62  50,  and  the 
County  Commissioners  think  it  more  than  probable,  that  that 
has  been  settled,  although  no  receipt  for  it  can  be  found.  The 
street  was  opened  in  1836,  since  which  time  damages  to  the 
amount  of  $2,644  50,  have  been  paid  to  owners  of  property 
on  it.  For  this  small  balance  of  $62  50,  the  Board  can,  and 
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doubtless  will  make  an  appropriation  at  any  time  the  claimant 
may  apply  for  it,  if  it  should  appear  that  he  had  not  been  paid 
before. 

iYo.  14. — Christian  Street,  (Passyunk.) 

Christian  Street  through  Southwark  and  Moyamensing  is 
known  to  the  Board  to  be  one  of  the  widest  and  handsomest 
streets  in  that  part  of  the  county.  Previous  to  1833,  it  was 
opened  only  as  far  west  as  Passyunk  Road.  On  the  first  day 
of  April,  1831,  the  Legislature  passed  the  following  act  in  refer- 
ence to  its  further  extension. 

“ That  Hudson’s  Lane,  (a  name  the  street  formerly  went  by) 
in  the  township  of  Moyamensing  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  extended  in  width  to  the  north  line 
of  Christian  Street,  in  the  District  of  Southwark,  to  be  con- 
tinued of  the  same  width  from  Passyunk  road  to  the  river 
Schuylkill,  the  said  street  or  lane  to  be  opened  whenever  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  shall 
think  the  same  necessary  for  public  convenience.  The  dam- 
ages, if  any  should  be  sustained  in  opening  the  said  street  or 
road  to  be  assessed  and  paid  in  the  same  manner  that  damages 
are  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  Philadelphia  County,  under  the 
existing  road  laws  of  the  Commonwealth.” 

In  pursuance  of  this  act,  petitions  were  presented  to  the 
Court  in  1832,  for  the  opening  of  the  street.  Numerous 
remonstrances  against  it,  signed  by  a large  number  of  owners 
of  the  property  through  which  the  street  would  pass,  were 
also  presented  about  the  same  time.  The  Court,  after  hear- 
ing and  deliberating  on  the  case,  decided,  on  the  13th  of 
March,  1833,  in  favour  of  extending  the  street  as  far  west  as 
Irish  Tract  Lane,  its  present  terminus;  but  postponed  the 
consideration  of  the  further  extension  of  it,  until  the  1st  of 
January,  1834.  Upon  this  part  of  the  street,  viz. : from  Passy- 
unk Road  to  Irish  Tract  Lane,  damages  were  assessed  and 
paid  by  the  County  to  the  amount  of  $9,836  66. 

From  March  1833  to  December  1834,  there  appears  to  have 
been  nothing  done  towards  the  further  opening  of  the  street. 


19 


During  the  latter  month,  however,  an  application  vras  made  to 
theCourt,  to  extend  it  from  Irish  Tract  Lane  to  the  river  Schuyl- 
kill. This  application  was  also  opposed  by  a remonstrance, 
signed  by  a large  number  of  property  holders,  not  only  on  the 
line  of  the  proposed  street,  but  throughout  the  township  of 
Passyunk.  They  represented  (i  that  the  attempt  to  obtain  the 
passage  of  the  law  by  the  Legislature,  was  entirely  unknown 
to,  and  unexpected  by  them,  until  it  was  too  late  to  success- 
fully oppose  it.  That  the  convenience  of  the  people  of  the 
township  did  not  require  that  the  street  should  be  opened — that 
much  valuable  land  would  be  destroyed  by  it,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  owners,  and  that  the  expense  of  opening  the  street 
to  the  County  and  Township,  would  be  greater  than  they 
should  be  called  on  to  bear,”  etc. 

Amongst  the  names  attached  to  this  remonstrance,  the  two 
are  to  be  found  to  whom  the  County  is  yet  in  debt  for  damages, 
and  who,  when  the  assessment  of  damages  was  made,  refused 
to  receive  the  amount  awarded  to  them. 

Notwithstanding  this  remonstrance,  the  application  for  the 
opening  of  the  street  proved  successful,  and  on  the  lGth  of 
January,  1836,  the  Court  ordered  it  to  be  opened  from  Irish 
Tract  Lane  to  the  river  Schuylkill,  and  appointed  a jury  to 
ascertain  and  assess  the  damages  on  it.  Subsequently  to  this, 
to  wit : — on  the  25lh  of  February,  1838,  the  Court  rescinded 
the  order  for  opening  the  street,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  that  part 
of  it,  west  of  Sutherland’s  Avenue,  and  ordered  that  the  street, 
as  laid  out  between  said  avenue  and  the  Schuylkill  river,  be 
vacated.  On  that  portion  of  the  street  last  ordered  to  be 
opened,  the  jury  assessed  the  damages  at  $10,029  ; of  this 
sum,  $6,662  have  been  paid  by  the  County,  leaving  $3,367 
yet  due. 

By  this  statement,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  County  has  paid 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  cost,  (as  far  as  damages  are  concerned,) 
of  opening  the  street  from  Irish  Tract  Lane  to  Sutherland’s 
Avenue  ; and  yet,  with  the  exception  of  the  trifling  part  of  it, 
between  Gray’s  Ferry  Road  and  Sutherland's  Avenue,  the 
street  remains,  at  this  time,  in  precisely  the  same  unopened 
condition  that  it  has  always  been.  Those  who  owned  property 
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on  the  iine,  and  who  have  been  paid  for  it  by  the  County,  are  at 
present  in  as  complete  occupancy  and  possession  of  it,  as  they 
were  before  they  sold  it  to,  and  received  the  money  for  it  from 
the  County.  The  whole  line  of  the  street  from  Irish  Tract  Lane 
to  Gray’s  Ferry  Road,  is  now  in  use  for  pasture  lots,  vegeta- 
ble gardens,  grain  fields  and  brick-yards,  without  the  County 
receiving  a dollar  rent  for  it;  although  the  County  is  obliged 
to  pay  about  $350,  annually,  for  interest  on  the  amount  this 
portion  of  the  street  has  cost ; the  whole  of  which  goes  to  the 
very  persons  of  whom  the  County  purchased  the  property,  and 
who  are  now  making  use  of  it. 

With  providing  a remedy  for  this  piece  of  apparent  injustice 
to  the  County,  neither  the  Committee  nor  the  Board  have  any 
thing  to  do.  The  matter  rests  with  the  County  Commissioners 
and  the  Supervisor  of  the  Township  of  Passyunk,  whose  atten- 
tion is  respectfully  referred  to  it. 

The  Committee  are  not  aware,  that  even  if  the  money  were 
offered  to  those  who  have  thus  far  declined  to  receive  their  por- 
tion of  the  damages  assessed  on  this  street,  that  they  would  now 
accept  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  they  would  not.  But,  be  this  as  it  may,  the  interests  of 
the  county  are  not  yet  suffering  for  want  of  the  extension  of 
Christian  street;  and  the  Committee  therefore  decline  recom- 
mending any  appropriation  being  made  by  the  Board,  at  pre- 
sent, for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  balance  of  the  damages  due 
on  it. 

No.  15. — Hewson  Street,  or  DyotVs  Court , ( Kensington .) 

This  is,  at  present,  a court  thirty  feet  wide,  running  from 
Franklin  Street  to  within  about  125  feet  of  Queen  Street,  be- 
tween Vienna  and  Wood  Streets. 

In  1836,  a jury  decided  upon  opening  Hewson  Street  through 
to  Queen  ; and  damages  to  the  amount  of  $2,700  were  assessed 
on  it,  viz  : $2,500  to  one  claimant,  and  $200  to  another.  The 
award  of  $200  has  been  paid  by  the  County,  but  the  other 
award  of  $2,500  remains  yet  unsettled. 

When  the  jury  assessed  damages  on  this  street,  there  stood 
opposite  to  it  on  Queen  Street,  an  old  two  story  frame  house, 
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4which  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  have  removed,  to  make 
way  for  the  street.  It  was  to  the  owner  of  this  house,  and  the 
lot  it  stood  on,  that  the  award  of  $2,5.00  was  made.  The 
owner  of  the  property  was  at  that  time  willing  to  take  the 
damages  assessed  in  his  favour  by  the  jury  ; but  after  waiting 
upwards  of  a year,  and  receiving  nothing  from  the  county,  he 
removed  his  old  frame  house,  and  erected  on  its  site  a hand- 
some and  substantial  twro  story  brick  dwelling,  with  back 
buildings  ; so  that  if  Hewson  Street,  as  it  was  originally  laid 
out,  were  now  extended  through  to  Queen  Street,  the  new 
brick  building  instead  of  the  old  frame  one  would  have  to  be 
removed,  and  the  cost  of  opening  the  street  would,  of  course, 
be  thereby  greatly  augmented.  The  Committee  think,  how- 
ever, that  Ilewson  Street  ought  to  be  extended  to  Queen  ; and 
it  could  be,  in  their  opinion,  with  comparatively  little  expense, 
by  somewhat  reducing  its  width,  and  making  a slight  curve  in 
its  course,  a short  distance  from  the  junction.  But  with  this 
the  Committee  have  nothing  to  do  : they  cannot  recommend  an 
appropriation  by  the  Board  for  the  opening  of  the  Street,  for 
the  x’eason,  that  the  sum  the  county  would  be  authorized 
to  give,  would  be  entirely  inadequate  to  compensate  the 
owner  of  the  property  through  which  it  would  run,  for  the 
damage  he  would  sustain ; and  therefore  would  not,  of  course, 
be  received  by  him.  TTie  whole  matter  must  consequently 
remain  as  it  is,  until  a new  jury  shall  be  ordered  to  review  the 
street,  and  assess  new  damages. 


No.  16. — Tidmarsh  Street,  ( Moyamensing .) 

Tidmarsh  Street  is  a continuation  of  Carpenter  Street,  west 
from  Delaware  Seventh  Street.  It  was  ordered,  in  1836,  to  be 
opened  from  Eleventh  Street  to  the  western  boundary  of  the 
Township  of  Moyamensing ; but  no  damages  appear  to  have 
been  assessed  on  property  along  the  line  of  it,  west  of  Irish 
Tract  Lane. 

The  street  is  now  opened  and  used  as  a public  highway,  as 
far  west  as  Broad  Street ; its  course  is  there  arrested  by  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  late  Jacob  Haas.  Mr. 
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Haas  was  awarded  by  the  jury  on  damages  $700  for  that  por- 
tion of  his  ground,  which  would  be  occupied  by  the  street ; 
but  not  thinking  the  damages  sufficient,  or  for  some  other  rea- 
son, he  never  received  the  money,  and  the  street  was  not  cut 
through  his  land.  Mr.  Haas  is  now  dead,  and  his  Executor 
has  informed  the  Committee  that  he  would  not  feel  himself 
authorized  to  receive  the  amount  oi  the  award,  even  if  an 
appropriation  were  made,  and  the  money  tendered  to  him. 
Besides  this,  the  Committee  think  that  the  interests  of  the 
County  would  not  be  promoted  in  the  least  by  the  extension 
of  Tidmarsh  Street,  and  therefore  recommend  that  no  appro- 
priation be  made,  at  present,  to  effect  that  purpose. 

The  amount  of  damages  which  has  already  been  paid  by  the 
County  for  opening  Tidmarsh  Street,  from  Eleventh  to  Broad, 
is  $1,950. 

No.  17. — Leonard  Street,  ( Southwark .) 

There  is  no  such  street  in  Southwark  as  Leonard  Street.  It 
was  proposed  and  ordered  that  a street,  thirty  feet  in  width, 
to  be  called  by  that  name,  should  be  opened  from  South  to 
Shippen  Street,  between  Front  and  Vernon  Streets,  and  in  1836, 
a jury  awarded  damages  to  the  property  holders  on  the  line 
of  it,  to  the  amount  of  $8,625.  These  damages,  the  County 
Commissioners  have  very  properly  ngver  paid  ; and  the  Com- 
mittee trust,  that  the  County  Board  will  refuse  to  make  any 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  settling  them. 

There  is  not,  at  present,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 
the  slightest  necessity  for  the  street  in  question.  It  would,  if 
opened,  run  parallel  with,  and  within  a few  feet  of  Vernon 
Street,  and  could  not  possibly  be  improved  to  any  advantage 
to  the  county. 

To  open  the  street,  several  comparatively  valuable  stores, 
dwellings  and  workshops,  would  have  to  be  destroyed  with- 
out there  being  left  room  enough  on  either  side  of  it  to 
erect  as  many,  or  as  valuable  houses  as  would  necessarily  be 
removed  to  make  way  for  it.  Under  any  aspect  of  the  case, 
therefore,  the  Committee  think  it  would  be  inexpedient  for  the 
County  Board  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  settlement  of 
damages  on  the  proposed  Leonard  Street. 
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No.  18. — Duke  Street,  ( Kensington .) 

In  1836,  Duke  Street  was  ordered  to  be  opened  to  the  width 
of  fifty  feet  from  Wood  Street  to  the  Frankford  Road,  and 
damages  to  the  amount  of  824,295  were  assessed  to  owners  of 
property  on  it. 

The  whole  amount  of  these  damages,  with  the  exception  of 
§290,  has  already  been  paid  by  the  county ; §250  out  of  the 
§290  remaining  unpaid,  were  awarded  (without  designating 
his  name)  to  the  owmer  of  a lot  on  the  street ; the  balance, 
§40,  was  awarded  to  a person  whose  Christian  name  the  Com- 
mittee is  ignorant  of.  Neither  of  these  persons,  nor  the  lot  in 
question,  has  the  Committee  been  able  to  learn  any  thing  about, 
and  although  they  believe  that  the  money  should  be  paid  when 
demanded,  they  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  recommend  an 
appropriation  being  made  for  that  purpose  at  this  time,  on 
account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  settlement  of  these  claims 
being  shortly  required  of  the  County. 

No.  19. — Franklin  Avenue,  ( Kensington .) 

This  street,  and  its  history,  are  too  well  known  to  the  Board 
to  require  any  comment  or  description  from  the  Committee. 
The  amount  of  damages  assessed  for  opening  it,  in  1838,  was 
§73,919  11.  The  whole  of  this  sum,  with  the  exception  of 
§80,  has  been  paid.  Although  the  opening  of  this  street  and 
the  payment  of  this  immense  amount  of  damages  was  a much 
greater  burden  on  the  county  than  it  ought  to  have  been  made 
to  bear,  it  cannot,  now,  be  removed  or  avoided.  The  balance 
left  unsettled,  is  entirely  too  small  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  for  the  Board  to  hesitate  about  the  payment  of  it. 
They  therefore  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to 
meet  it. 


No.  20. — Blue  Grass  Road,  ( L . Dublin.) 

This  road  runs  through  portions  of  Lower  Dublin  and  More- 
land Townships.  It  is  thirty-three  feet  wide,  and  was  opened 
in  1838,  when  damages  to  the  amount  of  §1,991  19,  were 
awarded  to  property  holders  on  it.  Of  this  sum,  §1,841  11 
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have  been  paid  ; leaving  a balance  of  but  $150  08  due,  which 
the  Committee  think  should  be  paid.  They  therefore  recom- 
mend an  appropriation  for  that  purpose  to  be  made  by  the 
Board. 


No.  21. — Otter  Street,  ( Kensington .) 

Otter  Street  was  widened  in  1837,  to  a width  of  fifty  feet, 
from  Front  Street  to  the  Frankford  Road.  The  whole  amount 
of  damages  assessed  on  the  line,  was  $10,870  75,  of  which 
$10,270  75  have  been  paid;  leaving  a balance  of  $600  yet 
due.  The  street  is  now  entirely  open,  to  the  above  width,  for 
public  use,  and  appears  to  be  in  a flourishing  and  improving 
condition.  The  Committee  see  no  reason  why  the  balance  due 
by  the  county  to  the  property  holders  on  it,  should  not  be  paid  ; 
and  they  therefore  recommend  the  County  Board  to  make  an 
appropriation  for  that  purpose,  whenever  they  shall  be  asked 
to  do  so,  by  the  claimants. 

No.  22. — Prime  Street,  ( Passyunk .) 

By  the  14th  section  of  an  Act,  entitled  “ An  Act  to  author- 
ize the  Governor  to  incorporate  a company  to  erect  a bridge- 
over  the  Conemaugh  river,  at  or  near  Centreville,  in  the  county 
of  Indiana,  and  for  other  purposes,”  approved  the  27th  day  of 
February,  1838,  it  is  enacted — ■ 

“ That  Prime  Street,  from  Broad  Street  to  Gray’s  Ferry 
Road,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
laid  out  of  the  width,  and  in  the  same  direction  that  it  now 
is  opened  from  Eleventh  to  Broad  Street : And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  county  forthwith  to 
open,  or  cause  to  be  opened,  the  street  aforesaid  ; the  damages 
accruing  therefrom  to  be  assessed  and  paid  in  the  usual  man- 
ner— except  that  one-third  of  the  expense  arising  from  the 
increased  width  of  said  Prime  Street,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Phi- 
ladelphia, Wilmington  and  Baltimore  Railroad  Company.” 

In  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  street  was  opened,  and  damages 
to  the  amount  of  $35,114  50  were  assessed  on  it,  by  a jury 
appointed  for  that  purpose. 
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Of  this  amount,  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore 
Railroad  Company  had  awarded  in  their  favour  $600,  which, 
with  another  award  of  $100,  are  the  only  ones  remaining  un- 
paid by  the  County. 

The  Railroad  Company  has  declined  or  neglected  paying 
their  portion  of  the  damages  to  the  county ; and  hence  the 
county  was  compelled  to  bring  suit  against  them  for  it — which 
suit  yet  remains  undecided. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  County  Commissioners  that  the  County 
Board  should  authorize  them  to  settle  this  amount  of  $600 
with  the  Railroad  Company,  as  soon  as  that  Company  shall 
pay  the  amount  due  by  it  to  the  County.  This  authority  can 
be  given  by  the  Board,  by  making  an  appropriation  of  $600  in 
favour  of  the  Company,  with  the  understanding  that  the  money 
is  not  to  be  paid  until  the  suit  between  the  County  and  the 
Company  shall  have  been  determined,  and  the  Company  shall 
have  paid  the  County  whatever  may  be  found  is  due  to  it. 

The  Committee,  under  these  circumstances,  recommend  to 
the  County  Board  to  appropriate  the  requisite  amount  to  settle 
these  claims. 

No.  23. — Monroe  Street,  {Kensington.) 

Monroe  Street  was  laid  out  and  designed  to  be  a street  fifty 
feet  in  width,  running  north  of,  and  parallel  with  Wood  Street, 
from  the  river  Delaware  to  Second  Street.  The  owners  of  pro- 
perty on  the  line  of  the  proposed  street,  east  of  Front  Street, 
released  their  damages  to  the  county;  but  a jury,  in  1840, 
awarded  to  owners  of  property  west  of  Front  Street,  damages 
to  the  amount  of  $1,050.  None  of  these  damages  have  been 
paid  by  the  county,  and  consequently  the  street  has  never  been 
opened. 

The  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  has  not  yet 
arrived,  when  it  is  either  necessary  or  expedient  to  open  this 
or  any  other  street  of  the  kind  in  the  neighborhood.  The  part 
of  the  district  through  which  this  street  would  run,  is  by  no 
means  thickly  populated.  Indeed,  nearly  ail  the  ground  which 
Monroe  Street  would  occupy,  if  opened,  is  now  used  as  farm 

and  pasture  land : added  to  this,  the  property  holders  to  whom 
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damages  have  been  awarded,  are  all  decidedly  opposed  to  its 
running  through  their  lands ; and  have  refused,  and  will  no 
doubt  continue  to  refuse  to  receive  the  amount  of  damages 
assessed  in  their  favour. 

For  these  reasons  the  Committee  recommend  to  the  County 
Board  not  to  take  any  measures,  or  to  make  any  appropriation 
to  open  the  street. 

No.  24. — Reed  Street,  ( Southwark .) 

Reed  Street  is  a street  fifty  feet  wide,  lying  south  of  Whar- 
ton Street,  and  running  west  from  the  river  Delaware  to  Moy- 
amensing  Road,  or  Third  Street.  It  was  ordered,  in  1840,  to 
be  opened  from  Third  Street  to  the  Passyunk  Road  ; and  dam- 
ages were  assessed  on  that  part  of  it,  to  the  amount  of  §2,458. 
Of  this  sum,  $1,308  have  already  been  paid  by  the  County  to 
the  claimants — leaving  a balance  of  §1,150  due. 

The  ground  on  the  line  of  this  street  west  of  the  Moyamen- 
sing  Road,  has  never  been  broken  ; and  hence  those  persons 
(as  in  the  case  of  Pearl  and  Christian  Streets,)  who  have 
accepted  and  received  the  amount  of  their  damages  from  the 
county,  have  had  as  complete  use  and  occupancy  of  their  land 
since  they  received  their  money  for  it,  as  they  had  before — 
which  the  Committee  think  is  wrong,  unless  the  county  re- 
ceived an  equivalent  for  it. 

The  Committee  conceive  that,  at  present,  there  is  no  neces- 
sity whatever  for  extending  Reed  Street.  It  would  not,  in  all 
probability,  be  improved  for  a number  of  years,  if  opened  ; and 
in  that  event,  the  money  it  would  cost  would  be  expended 
without  the  prospect  of  doing  any  good,  or  the  county  receiving 
any  increase  of  taxes  in  return  for  it.  Besides,  several,  if  not 
all  of  those  who  have  not  been  paid  their  damages  by  the 
county,  are  unwilling  to  receive  the  sums  awarded  to  them  ; 
believing  the  amount  to  be  inadequate  to  compensate  them  for 
the  damage  they  would  sustain. 

For  these  reasons,  the  Committee  recommend  that  no  appro- 
priation be  made  by  the  County  Board,  for  Reed  Street ; and 
that  the  matter  be  postponed  until  the  extension  of  the  street 
is  more  needed  than  it  is  at  present. 
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No.  25. — Tenth  Street,  ( Penn  Township.) 

In  1840,  Tenth  Street  was  ordered  to  be  opened  from  Poplar 
Lane,  north,  to  the  Germantown  Road.  The  owners  of  property 
on  the  line  of  the  street  south  of  Master’s  Lane,  relinquished  any 
claim  for  damages  ; but  to  those  north  of  that  lane,  damages 
to  the  amount  of  S3, 200  were  awarded.  The  street  is  now 
opened,  curbed  and  paved — and  much  improved  from  Poplar 
to  Master’s  Lane ; but  beyond  Master’s  Lane,  there  are  no 
improvements,  nor  is  the  street  extended. 

No  part  of  the  damages  on  Tenth  Street  has  yet  been  paid  ; 
nor  is  the  Committee  aware  that  any  application  has  been 
made  for  their  settlement.  The  street  will,  doubtless,  before 
many  years  have  to  be  opened  ; but  the  Committee  do  not 
think  it  would  be  promotive  of  the  interests  of  the  county  to 
do  it  immediately;  they  therefore  recommend  that  no  appro- 
priation be  now  made  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  damages 
referred  to. 

No.  26.— Prince,  or  Franklin  Street,  ( Kensington .) 

The  damages  for  opening  this  street  amounting,  in  all,  to 
$54,762  17,  have,  with  the  exception  of  $73  61,  been  paid  by 
the  County. 

The  Board,  at  its  meeting  in  June  last,  made  provision  for 
this  balance — and  it  will  doutless  be  paid  as  soon  as  applied 
for.  The  Committee  have  therefore  no  recommendation  to 
make  in  reference  to  it. 

No.  27. — Prosperous  Alley,  {Moy  amen  sing.) 

Prosperous  Alley  is  twelve  feet  wide,  and  runs  west  from 
Spafford  Street — a small  street  running  from  Shippen  to  Fitz- 
water  between  Delaware  Sixth  and  Seventh  Streets.  It  was 
originally  designed  to  open  it  through  the  grave-yard  of  the 
“First  African  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Moyamensing,”  to 
Seventh  Street;  and  a jury,  in  1843,  awarded  to  the  congre- 
gation of  this  Church  $625  damages,  for  running  the  alley 
through  their  property.  These  were  the  only  damages  assessed, 
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and  their  never  having  been  paid,  prevented  the  alley  from  being 
opened.  The  members  of  the  Church  are  very  hostile  to  the 
extension  of  the  alley,  on  account  of  its  depriving  them  of 
nearly  the  whole  of  their  burying-ground  ; and  for  this  reason, 
they  refrained  from  making  application  to  the  County  Commis- 
sioners for  the  payment  of  their  award. 

The  time  during  which  the  Church  was  obliged  to  receive 
the  amount  of  the  damages  assessed  in  their  favour,  having 
now  expired,  without  the  money  having  been  tendered  to 
them,  the  alley  cannot  be  opened  without  a new  application 
to  the  Court,  and  a reassessment  of  damages. 

On  this  account,  as  well  as  for  the  reason  that  the  Commit- 
tee believe  the  interests  of  the  county  would  not  be  promoted 
by  the  extension  of  the  alley  to  Seventh  Street,  they  recom- 
mend that  no  appropriation  be  made  by  the  County  Board,  for 
the  purpose  of  opening  it. 

No.  28. — Schuylkill  Fifth  and  Sixth  Streets,  ( Spring  Garden.) 

In  1840,  Schuylkill  Fifth  and  Sixth  Streets  were  ordered  to 
be  opened  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  Spring  Garden,  from 
Coates  Street,  north,  to  Francis  Street.  On  the  7th  of  April 
last,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act,  vacating  all  that  portion  of 
these  streets  which  lies  between  Francis  Street  and  the  Ridge 
Road.  The  whole  amount  of  damages  awarded  to  property 
holders,  north  of  Coates  Street,  was  SI, 550,  of  which  @1,300 
have  been  paid.  The  balance,  @250,  the  Committee  have 
every  reason  to  believe,  will  not  be  accepted  by  those  in 
whose  favour  it  was  assessed ; they  having  taken  exception  to 
the  award  of  the  jury  at  the  time  it  was  made.  The  Commit- 
tee, therefore,  recommend  that  no  appropriation  be  made  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  balance  of  the  damages  assessed  on 
these  streets. 

No.  29. — Franklin  Street. 

The  County  Board,  at  its  last  meeting  but  one,  made  provi- 
sion for  the  settlement  of  the  only  claim  for  damages  then  out- 
standing against  the  county,  for  the  opening  of  this  street. 
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The  payment  of  that  claim  of  $400,  will  make  the  whole  sum 
paid  by  the  County,  for  damages  on  this  portion  of  Franklin 
Street,  825,418,  and  will  close  the  account. 

No.  30. — Concord  Street,  ( Southwark .) 

This  is  a street  twenty  feet  wide,  running  from  Second  to 
Third  Street,  between  German  and  Catharine  Streets.  It  was 
opened  a distance  of  150  feet  eastward,  to  Second  Street,  in 
1835;  and  damages  to  the  amount  of  $4,050  assessed  on  it: 
$4,000  of  these  damages  have  been  paid  by  the  County  ; and 
the  only  award  which  remains  unsettled  is  that  of  $50  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Ryerson,  now  deceased.  This  award  was  made  to  Mr. 
R.  on  the  condition  that  he  would  remove  a portion  of  his  sta- 
ble, which  encroached  a few  inches  on  the  foot  path  of  the 
street.  This  condition  not  having  been  complied  with,  the 
money  is  not  due  to  the  estate  of  Mr.  Ryerson ; and  therefore 
the  Committee  recommend  that  no  appropriation  be  made  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  the  claim. 

No.  31. — Girard  Avenue,  ( Penn  Township .) 

Girard  Avenue,  a street  corresponding  with  Franklin  Street,, 
Kensington,  was  opened  at  private  expense,  from  Broad  Street,  * 
west  to  the  Ridge  Road.  It  was  originally  laid  out  to  a width 
of  120  feet ; but  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  of  the  6th  of 
April,  1844,  the  width  of  it  was  reduced  to  eighty  feet. 

This  street  was,  from  the  first,  designed  to  run  as  far  west 
as  the  Girard  College  property ; and  the  only  portion  of  it  on 
which  a jury  was  ever  appointed  to  assess  damages,  is  that 
which  lies  between  the  Ridge  Road  and  Schuylkill  Fourth 
Street.  To  make  the  street  between  these  points,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  destroy  a number  of  good  and  substantial  brick 
houses ; but  the  advantage  the  opening  of  the  street  would  be 
to  the  county,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  more 
than  compensate  it  for  their  loss. 

In  1841,  and  before  the  street  was  reduced  in  width,  a jury, 
regularly  appointed,  awarded  to  the  owners  of  property,  be- 
tween the  above  points,  $14,250  damages ; but  after  the  reduc- 
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'cion  of  its  width,  the  damages  on  it  were,  by  authority  and 
direction  of  an  act  of  Assembly  reassessed,  and  a second  jury, 
in  1845,  assessed  the  damages  for  extending  the  street,  at 
$5,800  ; a sum  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  is  quite 
reasonable,  and  one  which  they  think  it  would  be  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  county  to  pay,  for  as  soon  as  these  damages  are 
settled,  the  county  will  have  a wide,  beautiful  and  cheap  street, 
which  will,  no  doubt,  in  a very  short  time  be  highly  improved 
throughout  its  whole  extent. 

That  part  of  Girard  Avenue  from  Schuylkill  Fourth  Street, 
to  its  terminus,  has  also  been  opened  free  of  cost  to  the  county  ; 
so  that  the  whole  expense  the  public  will  be  obliged  to  bear  for 
the  opening  of  this  large  and  handsome  avenue,  from  Broad 
Street  on  the  east,  to  the  Girard  College  grounds  on  the  west, 
will  be  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  $5,800. 

For  the  reasons  above  civen,  the  Committee  would,  at  once, 
recommend  to  the  County  Board  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
settle  the  damages,  and  have  this  street  opened  ; but  its  situa- 
tion, as  far  as  the  payment  of  damages  is  concerned,  being  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  Dorothea  Street,  (referred  to  in  a previous 
part  of  this  report,)  the  County  Board  is  precluded  from  au- 
thorizing the  County  Commissioners  to  issue  Certificates  of 
t Loan  for  the  settlement  of  damages  on  it.  The  Committee, 
however,  recommend  that  the  Board  confirm  the  award  of  the 
jury  in  this  case;  and  that  the  next  Legislature  (as  in  the  case 
of  Dorothea  Street,)  be  requested  to  pass  an  act,  giving  au- 
thority to  the  County  Commissioners  to  issue  county  scrip,  to 
the  amount  of  the  damages  assessed  on  the  street. 


No.  32,  and  last,  is  Queen  Street,  ( Kensington .) 

By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  the  twenty-first  day 
of  April,  1840,  Queen  street  was  directed  to  be  extended  in  a 
south-westerly  direction  from  its  intersection  with  the  Frank- 
ford  Road  to  the  intersection  of  Maiden  and  Front  streets,  and 
in  pursuance  of  this  law,  a Jury,  in  1841,  assessed  damages  to 
the  holders  of  property  on  the  line  of  the  proposed  extension  to 
the  amount  of  $26,900 — none  of  which  have  yet  been  paid. 
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In  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
open  this  street  at  anything  like  the  expense  to  the  County 
« that  would  be  incurred  by  it.  In  the  first  place,  they  think 
it  is  not  necessary  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  neighbourhood,  and  in  the  second  place,  the  im- 
provements which  would  be  made  on  account  of  the  extension 
of  the  street,  would  fall  far  short  of  compensating  the  County 
for  the  cost  of  it. 

The  expense  of  opening  Queen  street  would  not,  by  any 
means,  be  confined  to  the  payment  of  damages  already  assess- 
ed. In  the  middle  of  the  line  of  the  street,  on  a lot  between 
the  Frankford  Road  and  Front  street,  there  is  now  in  progress 
of  erection,  a large  brick  manufactory,  which  will  be  roofed  in, 
and  nearly,  if  not  quite  finished,  before  any  measures  could  be 
taken  to  open  the  street.  For  the  destruction  of  this  building, 
large  damages  would  be  claimed  by  the  owner,  which  the 
County  would,  unquestionably,  be  obliged  to  pay,  for  more 
than  a year  having  elapsed  since  the  award  of  the  Jury  was 
confirmed  absolutely  by  the  Court,  without  the  owners  of  the 
property  that  was  taken  for  the  street  being  paid  for  it  by  the 

>Pounty,  all  proceedings  in  the  case  are  null,  so  far  as  their 
binding  effect  on  such  property  holders  is  concerned;  and  con- 
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and  difficult,  there  might  be  some  reason  for  the  extension  of 
their  street ; but  such  is  not  the  fact,  for  besides  an  outlet  by 
way  of  Maiden  street,  which  runs  west  a short  distance  south  0 
of  the  juncture  of  Frankford  Road  and  Queen  street,  there 
is  another  street  called  Linden  directly  opposite  Queen  street, 
running  from  the  Frankford  Road  to  Front  street,  of  the  same 
width  as  Queen,  and  now  open  to  within  96  feet  of  the  Frank- 
ford Road.  This  street  might  be  opened  to  Frankford  Road 
at  an  expense,  of  not  more,  perhaps,  than  $5000,  and  when  open- 
ed would  answer  all  the  public  ends  that  Queen  street  could. 

For  the  above  reasons  the  Committee  recommend  to  the 
County  Board  to  make  no  appropriation  for  the  payment  of 
damages  on  this  street. 

In  concluding  their  report,  the  Committee  would  observe, 
that  they  do  not  deem  it  necessary  for  the  County  Board,  at 
this  time,  to  make  all  the  appropriations  that  have  been  recom- 
mended. Many  of  them  can,  with  propriety,  in  their  opinion, 
be  referred  to  the  next  Board,  and  such  as  these  it  would  per- 
haps be  inexpedient  now  to  make:  those  that  the  Committee 
think  should  be  passed  immediately,  are  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  the  adoption  of  which  the  Committee 
^pectfully  recommend. 


